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Introduced by Council Member Becton and substituted by the Neighborhoods, Community Investments and Services Committee: 

ORDINANCE 2017-66-E
AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE NOCATEE DEVELOPMENT AS A GOLF CART COMMUNITY PURSUANT TO SECTION 316.212, FLORIDA STATUTES;  DESIGNATING THE RIGHTS-OF-WAY OF ARMORER COURT, ASPEN LEAF DRIVE, AUTUMN KNOLL COURT, BISTER COURT, BLACKSMITH TERRACE, CARNAUBA WAY, COBBLER TRAIL, COCONUT PALM PARKWAY, CRESTWAY LANE, CROSS TOWN DRIVE, CYPRESS TRAILS DRIVE, CYPRESS KNOLL COURT, DYER COURT, FESTING GROVE DRIVE, FOREST VIEW LANE, FURRIER COURT, GRAY WOLF TRAIL, KIWI PALM DRIVE, KING PALM COURT, KNOTWOOD WAY, NATTER DRIVE, OLD CARRIAGE COURT, QUEENSLAND CIRCLE, PINE MANOR DRIVE, PINE SHADOW PARKWAY, PRESERVATION TRAIL, ROCKHURST TRAIL, ROPE MAKER COURT, SENEGAL DRIVE, STONE MASON WAY, STONY FORD DRIVE, TIMBERLAND CROSSING DRIVE, TIMBERLAND FOREST DRIVE, VALLEY RIDGE BOULEVARD, VESTAVIA COURT, WAYFARE LANE, WAYSIDE LANE, WHEELWRIGHT LANE, WHITE MARSH DRIVE, WILLOW RIDGE DRIVE, WINGSTONE DRIVE, AND WOODLEY DRIVE AS APPROPRIATE FOR USE BY GOLF CARTS, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS HEREIN;  FINDING THAT GOLF CARTS AND ELECTRICALLY POWERED LOW SPEED VEHICLES (“LSV’s”) MAY SAFELY TRAVEL ON OR ACROSS THE RIGHTS-OF-WAY NAMED HEREIN, PURSUANT TO LISTED CONDITIONS; REQUIRING THE TOLOMATO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (“CDD”) TO POST AND MAINTAIN SIGNS, AS APPROVED BY THE CITY, INDICATING THAT GOLF CART OPERATION IS PERMITTED ON THE RIGHTS-OF-WAY NAMED HEREIN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Tolomato Community Development District (“CDD”) requested designation of the Nocatee Development as a “Golf Cart Community”; and


WHEREAS, Section 316.212, Florida Statutes, authorizes local governments to authorize the operation of golf carts on certain public roads or streets designated by the local government for use by golf carts; and


WHEREAS, St. Johns County has approved golf cart usage in Nocatee pursuant to Resolution 2009-11; and


WHEREAS, considering the speed, volume, and character of the existing and proposed future local roads within Nocatee, golf carts may be permitted to be operated on such roads; and


WHEREAS, separate pathways for golf cart and/or low speed vehicle usage within City rights-of-way within Nocatee can provide connections between local roads so as to allow travel via golf cart or low speed vehicle between residential, retail and workplace areas within Nocatee without the need to use an automobile; and


WHEREAS, the developer of Nocatee and the CDD have and will continue to contribute a substantial investment to design, engineer and build roads and rights-of-way that will accommodate and allow use of golf carts within Nocatee; and


WHEREAS, electrically powered vehicles provide residents an alternative mode of transportation within the community, reducing vehicle emissions and gasoline consumption; and
WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office has reviewed this request and does not object to the designations herein, as conditioned; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville Traffic Engineering Division has reviewed this request and does not object to the designations herein, as conditioned; and
WHEREAS, the City Council and the Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee held public hearings on the proposed designation; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Findings of Fact.
The City Council finds that golf carts and LSV’s may safely travel on or across the rights-of-way of Armorer Court, Aspen Leaf Drive, Autumn Knoll Court, Bister Court, Blacksmith Terrace, Carnauba Way, Cobbler Trail, Coconut Palm Parkway, Crestway Lane, Cross Town Drive, Cypress Trails Drive, Cypress Knoll Court, Dyer Court, Festing Grove Drive, Forest View Lane, Furrier Court, Gray Wolf Trail, Kiwi Palm Drive, King Palm Court, Knotwood Way, Natter Drive, Old Carriage Court, Queensland Circle, Pine Manor Drive, Pine Shadow Parkway, Preservation Trail, Rockhurst Trail, Rope Maker Court, Senegal Drive, Stone Mason Way, Stony Ford Drive, Timberland Crossing Drive, Timberland Forest Drive, Valley Ridge Boulevard, Vestavia Court, Wayfare Lane, Wayside Lane, Wheelwright Lane, White Marsh Drive, Willow Ridge Drive, Wingstone Drive, Woodley Drive and future areas, as shown on Exhibit 1. However, golf carts are only allowed on the Cart Paths, as defined in Section 5 below, and not on the roadway or bike paths, when the roadway is a multi-lane divided roadway.  The following rights-of-way currently contain multi-lane divided roadways:  Cross Town Drive, Preservation Trail, and Valley Ridge Boulevard, thus golf carts are only allowed on the Cart Paths unless crossing these roadways at designated crossings.  Golf carts will also be limited from future roadways that may be converted to multi-lane divided roadways, except at designated crossings. Exhibit 1 shall be attached to this legislation in color and includes roads as approved by St. Johns County pursuant to St. Johns County Resolution 2009-11, attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

Section 2.

Golf Cart Community Designation.
The Nocatee Development is designated as a “Golf Cart Community” pursuant to Section 316.212, Florida Statutes, and the rights-of-way listed in Section 1 are designated for use by golf carts, subject to conditions in Section 3 below.  
Section 3.

Designation Approved Subject to Conditions. The designation in Section 2 is approved subject to the regulations in Sec. 316.212, Florida Statutes, as well as the following conditions:

a) Drivers of golf carts shall hold a valid driver’s license.

b) A golf cart may be operated on the roads designated herein between sunrise and sunset, however, a golf cart may also be operated between sunset and sunrise if the golf cart is equipped with headlights, tail lights, brake lights, turn signals, and a windshield.

c) In accordance with the provisions of Florida Statute 322.16, a person who holds a driver’s license and who is under 17 years of age, when operating a golf cart after 11 p.m. and before 6 a.m., shall be accompanied by a driver who holds a valid license to operate the type of vehicle being operated and is at least 21 years of age, unless that person is driving directly to or from work.

d) In accordance with the provisions of Florida Statute 322.16, a person who holds a driver’s license who is 17 years of age when operating a golf cart after 1 a.m. and before 5 a.m. shall be accompanied by a driver who holds a valid license to operate the type of vehicle being operated, and is at least 21 years of age unless the person is driving directly to or from work.

e) A golf cart operating on the roads designated herein shall be equipped with efficient brakes, reliable steering apparatus, safe tires, a rearview mirror, and red reflectorized warning devices in both the front and rear.

f) It is recognized that in addition to the above provisions, the Florida Uniform Traffic Control Law shall apply where applicable as per Florida Law.

g) Golf carts shall not be operated on sidewalks.
Section 4.

Low Speed Vehicle Usage on Roads within Nocatee.  Electrically powered Low Speed Vehicles (“LSV’s”) meeting the requirements of Section 320.01, Florida Statutes, may be operated, consistent with Section 316.2122, Florida Statutes, on rights-of-way listed in Section 1 of this ordinance.  LSV crossings of other roads within Nocatee shall be reviewed and permitted by the City Traffic Engineering Division. LSV’s shall not be operated on sidewalks.
Section 5.

Signage. Uniform signage, as reviewed and permitted by the Department of Public Works, shall be posted at the major entrances into Nocatee and at designated locations within the development and neighborhoods to inform motorists that golf carts and LSV’s may be present and using the roadways. Such signage shall comply with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) standards, as issued by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) of the United States Department of Transportation and be the same as signs approved in the St. Johns County portion of Nocatee. The CDD shall pay for the installation and maintenance of signs.  If the signs are not maintained to the standards of the MUTCD as determined by the Department of Public Works, the signs shall be removed at the expense of the CDD and the community will no longer be considered a Golf Cart Community.
Section 6.

Operation of golf carts and Low Speed Vehicles on Cart Paths within City Rights-of-way within Nocatee. Electrically powered golf carts and LSV’s may be operated upon pathways designated for golf cart and/or LSV use within City rights-of-way (“Cart Paths”) with their design reviewed and permitted by the City Traffic Engineering Division in accordance with the Best Practices within the industry, local, state and federal design standards and guidelines.  Cart Paths shall have a minimum of twelve (12) feet of clear width, with pavement width of at least ten (10) feet, measured from the centerline of the twelve (12) feet clear width.  The City Traffic Engineering Division may approve a deviation of both the required clear width and required pavement width based on topographic conditions.  
Where due to right-of-way constraints, wetlands preservation requirements or other engineering issues, a Cart Path is placed immediately adjacent to a pathway designated for pedestrian and/or bicycle uses, appropriate separation delineators shall be placed so as to direct golf cart and LSV operators to stay in the designated Cart Path, and for pedestrians and bicycles to stay on the designated pedestrian/bicycle path area.  Such separation delineators shall comply with MUTCD standards with approval by the City Traffic Engineering Division.

The posted speed limit on the Cart Paths shall not exceed 15 miles per hour.  Violations of a posted speed limit or failure to meet the licensure requirements on the Cart Paths shall be enforceable by the Sheriff in accordance with the applicable sections of the Florida Statutes.
Section 7. 
Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held or declared to be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding or invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance, and it shall be construed to be the legislative intent to pass this Ordinance without such unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative part therein.

Section 8.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/ Susan C. Grandin____
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Susan Grandin
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